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teachings, has not been lost sight of by the great thinkers of the
Muslim world.40 The reason why quadrogyny has been permitted
for its believers by the Islamic legal system may be attributed to
the strictness with which it views the crime of fornication and the
stringent punishment it prescribes for a transgressor of this penal
law. The law-giver makes it abundantly clear that the laws of Islam
are based on human nature:
"So set thy purpose (O, Mohammad) for religion as a
man by nature upright - the nature (framed) of Allah,
in which He hath created man. There is no altering (the
laws of) Allah's creation (nature).41
Man, by nature, is leaned towards polygyny. The compulsion
of circumstances and the consequential responsibilities of a second
marriage, restricts the desire of a man from entering into a contract
of second contemporaneous marriage. In his book on "the Evolution
of Marriage and Family", Ch,, Letoomrean contributes to the above-
said proposition and remarks that a man is by instinct, willing to
have a plurality of wives; but quite often he is compelled to bow
down before the necessities of family life.42 Havelock Ellis quotes
Lord Morley, in his treatise on "Studies in the Psychology of sex,
as saying that man, by instinct, is in favour of polygyny.43 George
Reley Scott, an authority on sex, observes in his book "History of
Prostitution" (page 21) that basically a male is favourably leaned
towards polygyny and the progress of civilisation further increases
this instinct of polygyny in man.
Islam, it seems, does not look at polygyny in contrast to
monogamy, for both are permitted, rather than latter is considered
an ideal, should a person be content with one wife. Islam, on the
other hand, views polygyny in contrast with fornication which is
abominable and strictly forbidden in the Islamic legal system. Since
man, by nature is leaned to have more than one wife at a time to
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